BY ORDER  OF THE  SHAH

the innermost circle. The circuit of the outer wall is
nearly as large as that of the city of Athens. Of this
first circle the battlements are white; the second, black;
the third, red; the fourth, blue; and the fifth, orange.
The battlements of all the circles are decorated in this
manner with colors, but those of the two last are in-
crusted, the one with silver, the other with gold. Such
were the palace and the surrounding fortifications which
Deioces built for himself; but the rest of the people he
ordered to build their houses round about outside the
wall."

The glory of the old city vanished. Unlike Persepolis,
nothing remained. A river cleaved drab houses and dull
shops. On the site of the citadel stood the ruins of the
summer residence of the Achaemenian kings. Here were
buried Esther the Jewess, beloved of Xerxes, and her
uncle Mordecai, although hers was the only tomb to
remain. Yet Hamadan once brimmed over with treasure.
When Alexander arrived from India on his conquering
way, he there deposited more than forty million pounds
sterling, guarded by a few thousand Macedonians. Later,
he made the city the military metropolis of a mighty new
empire.

The people once withdrew to the Fort of the Maiden,
to resist a wandering conqueror.   Despite her  father's
great affection for her, the Governor's daughter, fascinated
by a glimpse of the besieger, betrayed her kith.   The
victor, charmed by her beauty, asked the reason.
"For love of you,3* she replied.
"Fiend,55 said he.    "You shall die."
She was bound face down upon an ass, and driven
forth to perish in the desert.

Hamadan was razed to the ground for the last time
early in the nineteenth century. Like many another
city, dreaming away in peaceful solitude, she ever echoed
to the tread of war, even into our own time. We visited
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